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<ZazZasmE>
o # Rear Admiral Carl A.Lahti #% Thank you for coming Yokosuka
RC. Really looking forward to seeing you again!
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Minasan Konnichiwa- It is truly an honor to stand before you today as a
representative of the United States Navy and address the distinguished
members of the Yokosuka Rotary Club. Thank you to Chairman Fujimura for
the generous invitation.
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First, I would 1like to extend my
deepest gratitude for the warm _§°
welcome and the privilege of being |
an honorary member of this historic
club, which has Dbeen a pillar of
service and goodwill since its
founding in 1951.
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As we gather here, I am reminded of the profound significance of the
relationship between the United States and Japan. This relationship is
not Jjust about diplomatic ties or economic partnerships; it is a bond



forged through shared values, mutual respect, and a commitment to service.
In many ways, our organizations, the U.S. Navy and the Rotary Club, embody
a similar spirit of dedication to humanitarian service and the promotion
of goodwill and peace throughout the world.
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The Rotary Club, with its noble mission dating back to its inception, has
tirelessly worked to foster high moral standards, encourage humanitarian
service, and contribute to the establishment of peace. Similarly, the
United States Navy, with a legacy dating back centuries, has upheld a
commitment to protect and serve not only our nations but also the greater
global community.
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The Yokosuka Rotary Club and the U.S. Navy may operate in different
spheres, but our common purpose 1is rooted in service. Whether it's
providing aid to those in need, upholding moral standards, or working
towards international cooperation, our organizations stand as beacons of
hope and examples of what can be achieved when individuals come together
with a shared vision.
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The challenges we face today are complex and multifaceted, requiring
collaboration, understanding, and goodwill. As some countries are seeking
to re-make the world order on their terms, rather than abide by the rules-

based international order. These troubling times call for close
coordination and relationships between like-minded nations and the Japan-
U.S. Alliance stands as testament to that ideal.
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Together, as the Yokosuka Rotary Club and the U.S. Navy, we can contribute
to building bridges of understanding, fostering cooperation, and serving
as catalysts for positive change.
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What a wonderful experience we all shared last May at Jodoji Temple when
the U.S. Navy co-hosted a ceremony to commemorate the 62-year anniversary
of the temple bell’s return, remembering the goodwill efforts put forth
by the Rotary clubs of our two nations, our governments and the U.S.
Navy..a wonderful example of good deeds in action.
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Let us continue to uphold the ideals that define both our organizations.
Let us work together to strengthen the bond between the people of Japan
and the United States, recognizing that, through service, we can transcend
boundaries and contribute to the establishment of a better tomorrow. I
am grateful for this partnership, and I look forward to the continued
collaboration between the Yokosuka Rotary Club and the U.S. Navy.
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Thank you for your warm welcome and for the honor of addressing this
distinguished gathering.
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